
Statute - SC

S.C. Code § 11-35-4810. Cooperative purchasing authorized.

 (1) Any public procurement unit may participate in, sponsor, conduct, or administer a cooperative purchasing agreement for the

procurement of any supplies, services, technology information, or construction with one or more public procurement units in accordance

with an agreement entered into between the participants. Such cooperative purchasing may include, but is not limited to, joint or multi-

party contracts between public procurement units and open-ended state public procurement unit contracts which shall be made available

to local public procurement units, except as provided in Section 11-35-4820 or except as may otherwise be limited by the appropriate

chief procurement officer.

(2) Without limiting other requirements of this code, all cooperative purchasing with other states conducted under this article must be

through contracts awarded through full and open competition, including use of source selection methods substantially equivalent to

those specified in Article 5 and, as applicable, Article 9 of this code, and consistent with the requirements of Section 11-35-2730

(Assuring Competition).

(3) The offices of the chief procurement officers, and any other purchasing agency of this State, may participate in cooperative

purchasing as provided in Section 11-35-4810(1) only if the appropriate chief procurement officer determines in writing: (i) that

participation is in the interest of the State, (ii) that the procurement will conform to subsection (2), if applicable, and (iii) that any entities

responsible for the management and administration of the procurement, other than another state's central procurement office, have in

place appropriate and adequate internal controls to provide safeguards for the maintenance of a procurement system of quality and

integrity with clearly defined rules for ethical behavior on the part of all persons engaged in the public procurement process. In making

his determination, the chief procurement officer shall evaluate and consider the impact on South Carolina businesses.

(4) Thirty days' prior notice of a proposed multistate solicitation must be provided in accordance with Section 11-35-1520(3). Supplies

acquired pursuant to such contracts may be distributed only through vendors with an in-state office, as defined in Section 11-35-

1524(A)(6), when available; provided, however, that the provisions of this paragraph do not apply to public institutions of higher learning

if the institution demonstrates a cost savings to the appropriate chief procurement officer in regard to the multistate solicitation and

procurement.

About Sourcewell:

Sourcewell is a service cooperative created by the Minnesota legislature as a local unit of government. Minn. Const. art. XII, sec. 3. As a

public corporation and agency, Sourcewell is governed by local elected municipal officials and school board members. Minn. Stat. §

123A.21 Subd. 4 (2017). Under its enabling statute, Sourcewell is explicitly authorized to provide cooperative purchasing services to

eligible members. Id. at Subd. 7(23).

Sourcewell follows the competitive contracting law process to solicit, evaluate and award cooperative purchasing contracts for goods

and services. Sourcewell cooperative purchasing contracts are made available through the joint exercise of powers law to member

agencies. Minn. Stat. § 471.59 (2017). Membership in Sourcewell is available for all eligible state and local governments, education,

higher education and nonprofit entities across North America. § 123A.21 at Subd. 3.

Disclaimer:

The information found on the Sourcewell website is provided for educational and informational purposes only. This information contained

on the Sourcewell website, including any printed material derived from the website, is not legal advice and no attorney-client or other

contractual relationship is formed by access to this information. Information here may be out of date, obsolete, or otherwise inaccurate.

https://www.sourcewell-mn.gov


Please consult with a qualified attorney regarding any questions.
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